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Part 1: Multicultural Melting Pot (in the November 2011 APS College of Counselling 
Psychologists edition of Congruence) 
Part 2: FINALE of the UN. International Year of Forests: Culmination with a concert: 
Paintings, Play, Poetry and Repast. 
 
Elizabeth Tindle, Heena Akbar, Maria McCarthy and Debbie Lincoln, 
Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane. 
 
Our team organised, in early December, 2011 a celebration of two years of art 
workshops and activities provided for our University post-graduate students. The 
workshops had a number of benefits. They were to raise awareness of biodiversity and 
forests as well as providing a forum for engaging with others and an opportunity to 
belong to a semi-regular group. The 2010 theme had been the United Nations 
International Year of Biodiversity and the 2011 theme had been the United Nations 
International Year of Forests.  
 
In December, staff and students were invited to a very colourful display of large and 
small canvases painted in an acrylic medium. On the day, all visitors, some of whom 
were from other universities, walked into a seminar room with walls decorated with 
vivid paintings of colourful trees, scenes of nature and printed poems about wildlife. 
In the centre was the resplendent table overflowing with appetising food to feed our 
audience. This was the setting for the concert which was to follow.  
 
The poetry recitation began with Amanda’s own poem about the Brisbane River 
during the 2011 floods. It tapped into our very recent memory of the climatic 
catastrophe we had all lived through and the aftermath that some were still dealing 
with.  This poem was followed by many both classical and modern poems written by 
famous poets or by children. Each poem had a different speaker. International 
students and staff joined in enthusiastically. Zia Song chose a poem called ‘Rainbow: 
Rainbow’ which was a chant by people who had been pushed out of the equatorial 
forests in the Congo (Pygmy people) and who received lower wages for their work 
and were victims of discrimination in West Africa. Zarina Shahban recited a poem 
written many years ago by a primary school child about the impact of cities of cement 
and brick and fast cars on our health. It ended with the words “And we’re all getting 
sick”. Anne chose a classical poem she had had to learn “by heart” when she was a 
school girl. in Fiji. It was Wordsworth’s ‘Daffodils’ which many of our guests 
recognised and loved. A couple of John Masefield’s poems including ‘The West 
Wind’ and “I must go down to the sea again” were said with feeling. No Australian 
poetry recital would be complete without Dorothea Mc Keller’s “I love a sunburnt 
country” which was beautifully read by Susan Fraser -Grant. Rosilie chose a poem 
about a hawk. We had many more poems about various creatures and about the state 
of the planet earth. 
 
A trio of staff (Debbie Lincoln, Jo Shepherd and Anne) dressed up and sung “The 
recycling song” to the familiar tune of “Working on the Railway”. All visitors had a 
copy of the lyrics and they invited everyone to join in. This was followed by a couple 
of guitar renditions of Bob Dylan’s “The answer is blowin’ in the wind” and “The 
times they are a changin’”. The guitarists and leaders of the singing were Robert 
Tindle and Sam Zimmerman. 
 
Following the poetry segment we enjoyed a one act play which was written about six 
years ago but the opportunity had not arisen to perform it. The play was called “Playto 
for the Planet” (Tindle, 2005) and was based on Plato’s Symposium in which seven 
men sit around the table after dinner, drink a wine or two and discuss their personal 
views of “love”. Our play had seven women (some males in drag) sitting around a 
table after dinner. They were having a séance in the semi-darkness. Whilst absorbed 
in their Ouija board and all having their index finger on a glass tumbler, it starts 
moving, eventually spelling out a name, GAIA. Suddenly Gaia, the Goddess of Earth 
(played by Jasmine Linton) arrives shrouded in a bright light. A discussion ensues 
about the state of her planet. She is most upset and angry over its misuse and neglect. 
The women, Faith, Hope, Charity, Felicity, Constance, Patience and Destiny, join in 
the heated discussion. Soon a second figure appears in another bright light in the form 
of the prophetess of Doom, Cassandra. (Played by Sam Zimmerman in drag) who 
forecasts ‘fire and brimstone’ and a poor future for earth. The message is that the 
Apocalypse or Armageddon for humans is nigh. Finally the Goddess of Revenge, 
Nemesis (played by Kathleen Cremer) arrives and expresses, in no uncertain terms, 
how pleased she is that “man “ is going to get his “come uppance”; his just desserts; 
his retribution or punishment for what he has done. Nemesis rubs her hands in glee at 
man’s inevitable demise. 
 
The play ends with all the women vowing to do something that would make a 
difference and help stop the rot.  They run off stage in haste with not a moment to lose 
each expressing what she intends to do. 
 
Whilst the play had a positive, serious message, it also had a lighter side with males 
dressing up in drag to play some of the female roles. The audience seemed to enjoy it 
immensely and we have received great feedback.  
 
The table was well stocked with savouries provided by Maria McCarthy and Heena 
Akbar with the addition of my now infamous berry jelly and yummy yogurt.  
 
So until next year when we hope to continue our painting and poetry workshops, write 
another play and celebrate the successes of the workshops of International Student 
Services and Counselling Services with another fun, participatory concert. 
